The crucial development

Good morning, everyone. Welcome to "Try Jesus!" If this is your first time joining us, it’s great to have you with us. I would like to thank new members for joining "Try Jesus" this week from Indiana, Georgia, Mississippi, Arkansas, South Carolina, and Missouri. "Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled" (Matthew 5:6 KJV).

We are still living in the greatest time in history. Why? Because God’s timetable for this nation gets one day closer to all the prophetic scenarios coming to fruition. If you’re not excited, why not? The Lord's victory is already complete.

Let's pray. "Heavenly Father, what a glorious time we live in. Even as this culture goes through times of chaos, you have filled your church with your calming presence. Father, give us the spirit of wisdom and revelation, and let the eyes of our understanding be enlightened. Lord, you have already blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly realm. Open our hearts to share your truth with broken hearts. The standard of your truth never changes. Bless your word to all members and those seeking hearts, in Jesus’ name, amen."

Have you ever thought of how important your thoughts are? It's said that memories may begin at age 2. How far back can you vividly remember those that meant something to your memory?
What is the value of those thoughts? How important are they? Are you in control of your thoughts today?

I sometimes will ask people how far back can they remember the first time they saw money. And if they tried to put in their mouth (Smile). I think I may have swallowed a penny or two in my baby days. It’s kind of funny, I never tried to swallow a hundred dollar bill. I guess my parents cared more about that hundred when I was teething than that gold penny I crawled to and put in my mouth.

My mother used to tell us "money doesn't grow on trees." She would also tell us that an "idle mind is the devil's workshop." I used to wonder what that really meant. There were times of discussion when she would hear us say an inappropriate word and would tell us she would wash our mouth out with soap. Of course, no parent would actually do that, right? 

She was trying to teach us that loving wholesome words are better than course hurtful language against one another. Growing up with four sisters and two brothers wasn't always filled with loving language towards each other. Name calling was as hurtful as someone rubbing your face with sandpaper. We certainly knew how to dig into personal feelings. But real sibling love has a way of filtering through all the immature slander and insults.

Children's minds are like sponges and computers. They act out what is fed into them. It's that old "garbage in, garbage out" mentality. Sometimes my mother would hear a conversation about something illicit and tell us to get our "minds out the gutter." What does that mean? How does having your mind in the gutter hurt you mentally?

The minds of our elementary, high school, and college students are constantly being bombarded with things that corrupt their mental faculties. Everyday there is something to fill their thoughts with. Social media has been like landmines in the heads of our youth. School age and college young adults have so many things to deal with as their minds are still processing life. 

They are constantly dealing with emotional roller-coaster feelings. While everything is changing inside, outside they are dealing with fears of being canceled, not being included, struggling with bullying, not having anyone to turn to during loneliness, feeling isolated, and struggling with suicidal thoughts.

These challenging issues they face are magnified by introducing them to TikTok, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, LinkedIn, Snapchat, WhatsApp, MySpace, YouTube, etc. Today's youthful minds are being attacked before the parents have the chance to teach them their ABC's.

Many parents have lost their teens and young adults to the social media graveyard. Most of today's destructive activist groups range in age from 18-35. Some have well-meaning intentions on issues they see as important.

But we must consider how they are being groomed and indoctrinated from their elementary years to college years. It is a concept that brings humanism of every sort. The problem our educators have failed to realize is they left out the divine makeup of every child on this earth.

When God is removed from the consciousness of the youth in this country, it leaves a void for evil concepts and teachings that destroy the mind and life of young people. When the mind is idle, the devil (Satan) can work his destructive plots against their still developing hearts and minds. (2 Corinthians 4:3,4; Romans 1:18-32).

The Good News is open and revealed to everyone, except to those who refuse to believe it. Satan, “the god of this world,” works to deceive, and he has blinded those who don’t believe. You see my friends, God loves every child he placed in the womb. But when he is rejected, it opens the door for young minds to be tormented and destroyed by Satan.

No matter the amount of programs, money, medications, or curricular activities can help the spirit makeup of these children. Only the word of God and his Spirit can meet the needs of your children. Those who reject God in our learning institutions are what God has said about them. "The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God. They are corrupt, they have done abominable works, there is none that doeth good." (Psalm 14:1; 53:1; Romans 3:10-12 KJV).

It is the foolish mind that deprives the youthful minds to know their creator. A fool is not someone who is stupid and uneducated, but rather a person who rejects God. By rejecting God, the fool rejects the one who made the moral and spiritual laws that make life just and good for our children. A fool is indeed corrupt and evil because to deny God’s existence allows wickedness to prevail against our children on every level.

God desires to be in the lives of the (gifts) children he has given us. This happens the same way when parents are introduced to their children’s friends.
Children and young adults will sometimes invite their friends over to meet their parents. If children are willing to get their friends to know their moms and dads, how much more should parents invite their children into a loving relationship with Jesus (Ephesians 6:4; Colossians 3:20,21).

God determined long ago his plan on how his creation would continue to hear about his love for them. He would simply place the accountability on the parents themselves. After all, who knows a child better than their parents. Children can be molded into what the parents instill in their children.

In the book of Deuteronomy, God instructed parents who came out of Egypt where they believed in many gods and taught their children to believe in false gods. But the God of Israel had told them that he was their one and only true God. Moses understood what monotheism meant. He knew about ancient religions being involved in the worship of many gods. Moses knew the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is the God of the whole earth, the only true God.

[The commandments in this chapter are to point us to the God of the Bible. We are to love God, think constantly about his commandments, teach them to our children, and live each day by the guidelines in his word. God emphasized the importance of parents teaching the Bible to their children. The church and Christian schools cannot be used as an escape from this responsibility.]

Here in is the seriousness of God’s command for parents to teach their children about his word. 6} "And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thine heart: 7} And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 8} And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes. 9} And thou shalt write them upon the posts of thy house, and on thy gates" (Deuteronomy 6:6-9 KJV)

The Hebrew word diligently (shânan) in verse 7 means to intensively pierce; to inculcate in the mind. To sharpen. To whet. In Proverbs 27:17, the Bible tells us iron sharpens iron. Parents can sharpen their children with the word of God.

[Teaching about God to your child shouldn't be reduced to just during Sunday school or youth activities each Sunday. If you want your children to love and follow God, you must make them part of your everyday experience. You must teach your children to see God in all aspects of life, not just on Sunday service.]

[Eternal truths are most effectively learned day by day in the loving environment of a God-fearing home. If you are a parent, start today to make daily devotions and Bible study part of your normal routine.]

Our children are an heritage unto the Lord (Psalm 127:3-5). Many in our society see children as an inconvenience or as a nuisance. Pride and evil intentions causes these same individuals to entertain abortion and euthanasia to innocent lives. But those same minds are blinded to the fact that we all came through childhood to get to adulthood. God's word tells us the man that has his quiver full of them is a "happy man" (Psalm 127:5; 128:2,3). Children will always be a blessing not a curse.

The Hebrew word heritage (nachălâh) meaning something inherited. That is to have occupancy. Having an heirloom; an estate. To have a portion. To gain possession. This Psalm is a reminder for all parents and grandparents that they should fully participate in loving, raising, and discipling the children in their care to follow God.

[Parents should never leave the spiritual growth of their children to only their spouse, the school, or the church alone. When children are raised to follow after Jesus, they will be like well-aimed arrows (Psalm 127:4) and not launched into the world randomly.]

Jesus loves children with an everlasting love. He always welcomed them in his presence. His disciples did not understand the need to, as they saw it, wasting time on ministering to children. (Mark 10:13-16). Some disciples other than the twelve may have thought, how can little children defeat the Roman empire. Jesus came to save souls, and deliver them spiritually, not to overthrow the Roman empire.

Jesus was displeased with his disciples for rebuking those who wanted Jesus to minister to their children. 14} "But when Jesus saw it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, Suffer the little children to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of God. 15} Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein. 16} And he took them up in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them" (Mark 10:14-16 KJV).

[To feel secure, all that children need are loving looks and gentle touches from someone who cares. Jesus said that people should believe in him with this kind of trusting, childlike faith. We can certainly learn from children when they have a pure love for Jesus.]

If today's sermon seems lengthy and repetitive, it’s because God values the life of those in the womb and those adolescents until adulthood, and wants us to see how the enemy (Satan) is seeking to destroy them. Many of you have heard the word "tipping point." What does it mean? It is bringing something to the critical point in a situation, process, or system beyond which a significant and often unstoppable effect or change takes place.

The youth and college age children, I believe are in this tipping point. Why? Because we as adults have failed to ensure that these gifts given to us by God are held accountable for instilling his word to them in their sponge years.

What do I mean by sponge years? Well, from the time God has placed them in the womb to the age of accountability, parents are responsible for sharing with them the who, what, where, why, and when of their existence. There comes a point in the development of a child's mind where they may ask the question, "Why am I here?" Or they may ask "Where did I come from?" Simply introduce them to the Savior of their soul.

☆Although the brain may be done growing in size, the human mind doesn't fully develop until the mid- to late 20s. The front part of the brain, called the prefrontal cortex, is one of the last brain regions to mature. The rational part of a teen’s brain isn’t fully developed and won’t be until age 25 or so.☆

Today many parents have lost peace in their homes because their children have chosen rebellion over boundaries and discipline. It’s hard to feel peaceful when those you love aren’t doing well, especially when it comes to your children. Many of us have children who have strayed from the values we taught them. They may have drug or alcohol problems. They may be caught in destructive relationships. 

They may be sitting in jail. Or they may be living comfortably and wealthy but living a godless existence. Whatever their circumstances, you know they are not in a safe place because they have turned their backs on God. What then? How can we possibly be at peace when our children are not?

Mom's and dad's sometimes move to quickly in trying to solve their child's problems without taking quality time in-between scheduling conflicts to meet their urgent needs. This can cause teens and young adults to shut down and seek help elsewhere. We've heard the saying "parents are always the last to know." Sometimes a child may be carrying a ton of guilt and shame and may be too embarrassed to share their problems. Always make sharing comfortable and peaceful for them to approach you to be inclusive in their life.


Teach them the ways of the Lord, and approach to life (Proverbs 22:6). [If you are a parent who has done your best to raise your children well but they have rebelled against God or you, stay close to God, trust his promises, and model your faith in front of your children.] Does this mean children will not reject God’s love? God gives all his creation a free will and choice. All you can do is make the introduction to their creator.

Be a living example of Christ to them. (Ephesians 5:1,2; 1 Timothy 4:12; Philippians 4:9; Psalm 1:1-6).

Discipline them in the same manner the Lord disciplines us (Hebrews 12:5-7). When kids tell other kids they can do want they want and get away with it, they are not receiving love that comes with discipline. In reality, children respect organized boundaries in their lives. Most times, a rebellious child is just crying out for attention.



🗣📢 Last words: If you are a parent, do you read the Bible to your children? Do you tell them the great stories of the heroic men and women of the faith who have gone before you? Do you pray for and with them daily? Do you take them to worship and Bible study groups and let them see how important your involvement in church is to you? Can they see the difference Christ makes in your life?

Here are some uplifting practical ways to encourage your children to turn to God when life is hard. I chose the teenage years because everything starts to change inside and outside concerning their growth and maturity.

1) Remind your teens that they’re resilient and competent. Making mistakes and falling down doesn't have to lead to dire consequences or self-hatred (Proverbs 24:16; Psalm 34:19; 37:24; Micah 7:8).

2) Discussing the consequences of their actions. Sometimes parents are afraid to confront their child's misbehavior for fear it will escalate matters and cause the child, teen, young adult to a more difficult rebellion. It’s better to put out a kindling fire, than to tackle a raging inferno (Psalm 89:32; Proverbs 13:24; 22:15; 23:13,14; 29:15; 1 Samuel 3:11-14). Sometimes actions are learned the hard way.

3) Become familiar with things that are important to your teens. The Bible speaks of seeking the highest good for those other than ourselves (Philippians 2:3,4; 1 Corinthians 10:24). Parents should always consider their children’s interests as more important than their own.

4) Ask teens if they want you to respond when they come to you with problems, or if they just want you to listen. It's extremely important to use the two ears God has given us before we use the one mouth to respond (Matthew 13:9). Listening with sacrificial love helps build a bond with you and them.

In conclusion, make it your highest priority each available moment to pray for your children constantly. God has given us the responsibility to pray for them throughout their lifetime, not just as an infant dedication prayer. When you develop your child with love, acceptance, appreciation, encouragement, and guidance, then they will be meat for the masters use. (2 Timothy 2:19-22).


🛐 Here’s more prayer to store in your heart for your child. "Heavenly Father, thank you for today's  message. I have been so frustrated and burdened with sadness because of my child's destructive choices. Lord, at times I am deeply saddened that my child has chosen the foolish path of self and taken on board the mindset of the world rather than the things of God.

Lord, please see my child in my tears that I bring to you. Look down in pity on my child I pray, and convict them of their need of Jesus as their Savior. Turn their hearts from the way of destruction to the way of perfect peace they can only find in you.

Father, I ask in your mercy that whatever it takes, you will draw them back into your arms of love. Whatever it takes. Please give me words of wisdom sprinkled with loving communication to share with my son/daughter.

Father, I know that it is not your will that anyone is lost but that all come to a saving faith in Jesus. I place my child before you now and pray that your will be done in my child’s life. Lord, bestowe your perfect love on my  child (name) ___________even knowing them to the depths of their heart. Lord, save my child. Deliver them from every assignment of the enemy. Let them know that they are special and the apple of your eye. May they come to faith in Jesus, in whose name I pray, amen."



❤ If you would like to know Jesus as your Savior, please read the drop-down page entitled "How to know Jesus."
