What’s In Your Treasure?

As we move into another year, people look ahead and decide what improvements they hope will better their relationships. Many individuals will keep a diary or journal to see where they had successful moments. We live in a world in which success is measured by the size of one’s wealth or possessions, by one’s accomplishments or fame. In the Bible there was a man who thought success was determined by showing off his stuff. 

King Hezekiah had been a good and faithful king. But when Isaiah asked him what he had shown the messengers from Babylon, he replied, “I showed them everything I own, all my royal treasuries" (2 Kings 20:14-19). This was right after God had healed him from sickness (2 Kings 20:1-6). Rather than giving credit to God for all his blessings, he tried to impress the foreigners. If you and your spouse invited guest into your home, what might you try to impress your guest with? 

If your house was one gigantic treasure, what would you and your spouse keep in it? I'll move on while you and your spouse grab pencil and paper. I'm sure they'll be some erasing, some additions and subtraction (Smile). In the meantime, here's an example you can take note of and emulate. God called Israel his special treasure. God promised to bless and care for them. 

The people promised to obey him. The covenant was thus sealed. But the good intentions of the people quickly wore off. He chose Israel not because of anything the people had done but because of his love and mercy, and in spite of the wrong the nation had done and would do (Exodus 19:3-6). When something is a treasure to you, you immediately pour love into it as the foundation to hold everything else that is treasured. 

Moses urged the people to think about God’s Word and teach it to their children. The Bible can sit on your bookshelf and gather dust, or you and your spouse can make it the love of your life and make it a treasure by regularly setting aside time to study it. Are you still thinking about what your treasure home should be filled with? Take your time, I'll move further ahead. When both of you determine that nothing on earth has eternal value more than your love for each, you can take those things that fade and keep them outside of your treasured house. 

Asaph in the Old Testament had tested and experienced the beauty, glory, and excellency of the Lord; that is why he could proclaim that there was nothing or no one in all the earth that he wanted or treasured more than God (Psalm 73:25-26). You see beloved, if you keep God as your treasured possession, he will come in and fill your home with the beautiful fruit of his Holy Spirit. 

Asaph knew that God was his shepherd, his counselor, his victory, his refuge, and his sustainer. He knew that all his needs and desires were fulfilled in God and that he would always be the strength of his heart and life, even when the storms of life came. When couples make the word of God a priority in their home, the treasure begins to take shape. 

Since you both are God's treasure, he determines how your spiritual hearts (house) will be fulfilled. Once you begin to understand God’s real purpose in the law as revealed in the Old Testament has a real treasure (as Asaph found out).  The Old Testament points the way to Jesus, the Messiah. Like people who go looking for buried treasure. This was a new treasure that Jesus was revealing. 

When Jesus came on the scene, he told his disciples this in (Matthew 6:19-21). You can read this aloud together during your devotions. Jesus also spoke about what the Kingdom of Heaven is like and that it is more valuable than anything else we can have, and a person must be willing to give up everything to obtain it. The man who discovered the treasure hidden in the field stumbled upon it by accident but knew its value when he found it. 

Although the transaction cost the man everything, he paid nothing for the priceless treasure itself. It came free with the field. Nothing is more precious than the Kingdom of Heaven, yet God gives it to us as a gift. Do you see your spouse this way? If God is your treasure, then your husband/wife is part of that treasure. "Husbands love your wives as Christ loves his church" (Ephesians 5:25-28).


Last words: 🗣 Are the things you presently treasure what they ought to be? Do your treasures have a lasting value? Are there things you place ahead of your spouse, money, hobbies, work, relatives, children? It’s been said "love is blind." If love is blind, it misses its intended target. That's what sin is, missing the mark. If you treat your spouse any other way than God intended, you've missed the mark.

If you were asked to list the five most important things in your life right now? What would they be? If your home were on fire, what items would you rescue before exiting? You naturally might grab those things essential to your happiness, survival, and security. Some of you may have read the story about Lot and his wife (Genesis 19:24-26). I wonder what her treasures were. Lot certainly wasn't one of them. 

There are some things that you can have in your love treasure chest. These have eternal value. Things like compassion, love, generosity, kindness, sympathy, humility, respect, forgiveness, sacrifice, complimenting your strengths to each other's weaknesses. It can be essential to your happiness, survival, and security. If you have something in your home today that is turning your home treasure chest into a garbage land fill, you may want to bring it to God's attention. 

What do these explosive land mines in your home mean to you? What would be their value in five- or ten-years time? Would their value appreciate or depreciate? Would there come a time when you would lose interest in these things you presently hold dear. 

Once you invite Jesus to be the foundation and center of your treasure (husband/wife) then you can value him above every earthly pleasure, possession, or relationship. Read (1 Corinthians 13:12), so you both can ask for the spiritual eyes to see the Lord and for your  hearts to so experience his presence that you both will treasure him and be more thrilled by him than by anything on earth.

Dedicate some time today for praising and thanking God that he is and always will be the strength of your hearts and yours forever.

Have you made a commitment to one another the way God did with Israel? Is your wife your treasure? Is your husband your treasure? How are you holding up your end of the bargain? When your idea of a treasure aligns with God's idea, life-changing things happen. And the Bible certainly is his idea of a treasure.


🛐 Prayer for our treasured heart. "LORD, we want to know, see, and experience you in fresh ways so we can truly say that we desire you more than anything on earth! You and you alone are the strength of our hearts. You are all that we need in our relationship, and I am so thankful that you are ours forever. Nothing can separate us from your love. Open our eyes and grant us fresh vision to constantly see your beauty and your love for our marriage. Thank you, Lord, for being our treasure, amen."

📕 More treasures. Isaiah 43:4; 46:3,4; Deuteronomy 7:6; 2 Corinthians 4:7
