THE 50/50 WAY

Relationships are hard work and should ideally consist of mutual efforts between two partners to be successful. Do you believe all relationships are equal? When it comes to emotional and physical needs, communication, trust, and so on, some believe every relationship should be 50/50. What's your opinion? If I were to bring together 7 married couples and 7 single couples together, and asked them do you do everything equally together, do you think each group would come up with a 50/50 answer? 

I'm sure everyone of your minds are already thinking about how much you invest in your relationships. So, what does 50/50 mean to you? Does it work? Does it work in relationship? Here's the simple meaning of 50/50. Sharing something into two equal portions. Having an equal chance of one of two results occurring. Referring to a 50 percent probability, halvsies. To be equal measure. It’s been said "all men/women are created equal." 

What does that mean? To understand the meaning more in depth, we must zero in on the word "created." To do that we have to invite someone who is impartial into the so-called 50/50 relationship. The only individual associated with "created" in the heart, mind, and spiritual sense, is "God Almighty." Read together (Genesis 1:27,28). Neither one of you is made more in the image of God than the other. Neither gender is exalted over the other, and neither of you are depreciated. 

So, what percentage do you feel your mate is bringing daily into the relationship? Some believe in splitting everything fifty-fifty. Until the subject of money comes up. I know couples who share everything together, except bank accounts. I wonder why. Maybe these two lighthearted examples could be a clue. One woman bought her boyfriend a PS5, he in turn bought her one "iced coffee.” Another woman keeps the cabinet full of serotonin, her husband brings “the depression." 

Is there something lacking? Do you feel the love seems to be one-sided? Let me say that no relationship starts at 50/50. Why? Because each individual comes with a predetermined percentage number already set before you both meet. Sometimes people will try to pre-fix everything before they get together. Does that ever work? Not really. Two in a relationship are symbolic with how a person comes to know Jesus Christ. "What do I mean?" The Bible tells us that we have an adversary (Satan). 

He comes to try to wreck our relationship with God. Jesus loves us and gave his all (his life) to redeem us. Like the song "He paid a debt He did not owe, I owed a debt I could not pay. I needed someone to wash my sins away." The relationship between us and Jesus could never start out 50/50. It’s more like 100/0. Jesus, of course being the 100. The same applies in the marital relationship. 

When Jesus said husbands love your wives as Christ loves the church, (Ephesians 5:25-29) he set the example and standard (percentage if you will) for how each couple should love each other. Think about how much Jesus did for you and how much you have done for him. Remember the story of the good Samaritan? (Luke 10:37). 

After the story Jesus said the powerful words of how to emulate someone, "Go and do thou likewise." Read that story together as a couple. By the way, the man Jesus told the story too was a lawyer. He was an expert pertaining to the law. He probably knew about numbers and percentage but knew nothing about sacrificial love. In your relationship, don't divvy up the love, just do the love. Leave the 50/50 out of it, keep Jesus in the middle of it.
